[Redo coronary artery bypass operation under beating heart via the left thoracotomy reusing patent grafts].
We report three cases of successful redo coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) under beating heart via left thoracotomy with recycling of patent grafts previously implanted. Case 1 and 2: Anginal attack relapsed due to occlusion of the proximal portions of saphenous vein grafts (SVG) that had been sequentially anastomosed to the left coronary artery branches. In each case, the distal portion of the SVG was patent and functioned as coronary-coronary bypass. The left internal thoracic artery graft (ITAG) anastomosed to the left anterior descending coronary artery (LAD) was patent. Each patient underwent off-pump CABG through a left posterolateral thoracotomy. CABG was performed with the radial artery to the circumflex coronary artery (case 1) or the circumflex coronary artery and previous SVG (case 2). The proximal ends of radial artery grafts were anastomosed to the descending aorta. Case 3: Simultaneous reoperative CABG and the operation for the pseudoaneurysm that developed after the abdominal aortic graft replacement were performed. Bypass grafting between ITAG and LAD was performed with SVG via a left anterolateral thoracotomy because of severe anastomotic stricture of ITAG-LAD. The postoperative courses was uneventful for all patients.